
Building and Un�ing Water�ed C�mun�ies



Since 1992, the Montana Watershed Coordination Council (MWCC) 
has met its mission through collaboration and capacity building 
throughout Montana, empowering thousands of resource caretakers 

to ensure clean, plentiful water and healthy landscapes for all Montanans.

There are more than 60 watershed groups located throughout the state 
that make up MWCC’s membership. Local watershed groups exist in all 
shapes and sizes with organizational structures and identities that are just 
as diverse as the landscapes on which they work.

MWCC supports watershed groups by providing:
• Professional training, education, and 
information sharing;
• Small funding opportunities;
• Capacity-building resources such as Big Sky 
Watershed Corps program;
• Statewide symposia to facilitate networking 
and collaborative conservation among local 
watershed groups; and
• Weekly watershed newsletters with relevant 
information for watershed groups.
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2015 was a year of planning for the future.  A new executive director alongside new and 
returning Board members worked together to lead the organization in defining and refining 
MWCC’s core services for our watershed stakeholders across Montana. Government agencies, 

nonprofits, and local watershed groups alike are hungry for opportunities to better coordinate 
conservation on the ground and the MWCC leadership is pleased to serve a pivotal role. 

In 2015, MWCC successfully executed core capacity-building programs, including the Big 
Sky Watershed Corps, and provided meaningful training opportunities through the 2015 
Symposium and Passive Restoration Training.  

Our activities this year demonstrate the collective impact of MWCC and our partners coming 
together for information sharing and support of on-the-ground community-based conservation. 

MWCC plans to continue to promote the watershed approach to conservation throughout 
Montana and demonstrate  that increasing capacity for local watershed groups and providing 
access to financial, technical, and human resources results in tangible conservation success on 
the ground.

Thank you to all of our watershed coordinators and invested agency personnel who continue to 
inspire us to advance the MWCC mission!

In September 2015, MWCC moved its office 
space to downtown Helena. We look forward to 
having a central voice in the Helena community, 

our state capital, and hub for many of the resources 
available to watershed groups.

New Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 1416

Helena, MT 59624

New Physical Address:
334 Fuller Ave

Helena, MT 59601 

Erin Farris-Olsen
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In October 2015, the Montana Watershed 
Coordination Council and the Montana 
Chapter of the American Water 

Resources Association hosted a successful, 
first-ever joint meeting. Since scientists want 
to engage in relevant work and practitioners 
want to deliver projects that are supported 
by good scientific information, this meeting 
highlighted the integration of science and 
management across Montana.  Partners also 
offered a capacity-building workshop on 
the Tuesday preceding the symposium.  The 
2016 Symposium will be held in Billings, 
October 24-26th.

MWCC assisted in placing 20 Big Sky Watershed 
Corps members with watershed groups across 
the state. With support from the Department 

of Environmental Quality, nine of the members received 
professional development support that enhanced their 
work addressing nonpoint source issues within their host 
watersheds. Two of the 2015 members were able to re-
enroll while multiple members found permanent jobs in the 
conservation field, many in Montana, proving this program 
truly pays long-term dividends toward stewardship of our 
state’s natural resources.
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The Musselshell Watershed Coalition was recognized for its persistence, 
dedication, and creativity put forth in its work within the Musselshell 
Watershed.  The MWC was precipitated by aging irrigation infrastructure 

on the Musselshell and the realization that working together would achieve 
much greater success than each entity working on its own.  This has translated 
to partnerships among water user associations, conservation districts, and state 
entities to benefit the people, wildlife, fisheries, and habitat along the Musselshell 
River.  MWC has been a recipient of MWCC’s capacity initiatives including the Big 
Sky Watershed Corps and strategic planning assistance with the help of the Bureau 
of Land Management.  We’re excited to continue to support MWC and look forward 
to celebrating the success of their collaborative effort.

In 2015, MWCC partnered with the 
Montana Wetland Council to put 
together a two-day workshop on 

passive restoration. This workshop covered 
various techniques, opportunities, and 
constraints for passive restoration projects 
and included a tour of sites along Blacktail 
Creek outside of Butte. The training 
attracted a sold-out crowd of state and 
federal agency resource managers and 
local watershed coordinators.

In 2015, with the generous 
assistance of Dale Livezey, 
MWCC unveiled our very own 

Montana license plate. Proceeds from 
the sale of the plate support  MWCC 
and all of our good work with 
watershed groups.  We are excited to 
see more and more vehicles donning 
support for Montana’s “Watersheds.”

On the Horizon - MWCC has 
partnered with the Ten Mile Creek 
Brewing Company, and local ceramic 
artist, Mel Griffin to commission a 
ceramic tile mural of the Ten Mile 
Creek Watershed in direct view of the 
Helena Walking Mall.

This year, the MWCC Watershed 
News has significantly increased 
its readership with an average 

open rate of 33% and click through 
rate of 13%, which exceeds industry 
averages.  This means that when you 
have news or an upcoming water-
related event, you can count on the 
Watershed News to get the word out.  
We’d like to continue to improve our 
newsletter as a primary way for keeping 
Montana’s watershed communities 
connected. Send your newsletter 
content to info@mtwatersheds.org. 
You can also check our website to get 
up to date on past issues.



MWCC ended 2015 in a solid financial position. 
MWCC is currently drafting a development plan 
with a goal of diversifying funding sources in 

an effort to build program capacity and enhance program 
services.

In December, the MWCC Board of Directors and Work 
Group Leaders met to develop a 2016 Operational 
Plan. Unanimously, the Board agreed that MWCC’s 

core functions are as relevant to today as ever.  MWCC will 
continue:

1.  Training, education, and information sharing,

2.  Capacity building, and

3.  Bringing people together.

MWCC Symposium, October 24-26th, 2016, Billings, MT.  

Spring 2016 Webinar Series

Enhanced Web features, including:

Updated Watershed Coordinator Directory

Interactive Montana Watersheds Map

Training & Capacity-building Resources

Calendar of Water Events






